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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 

208. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Premier: 
I refer to the decisive and firm action taken by the McGowan Labor government to ensure that we can open 
Perth Children’s Hospital for the children and parents of Western Australia. Can the Premier outline to the house 
why it is only because of the action taken by this McGowan Labor government that this hospital will finally open? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River for the question. It might interest members of the house to know that the 
member for Southern River has a very personal interest in this issue because I learnt today that he and his wife, 
Catherine, are expecting their second child. Congratulations to the member for Southern River. I look forward to 
the baby being in the area of the chamber at some point in time. I thank the member for the question. 

It is true that the new Perth Children’s Hospital has been a decade in the making. The original decision to build 
a new children’s hospital for Western Australia came out of the Reid review, which was handed down in 2004. 
Premier Carpenter and then Minister for Health McGinty made the announcement to build the new children’s 
hospital back in 2008. 

Over the long period since, it has been a significant construction and design project, and as we know, it has been 
beset with a number of trials and tribulations. But the simple fact is this: had this government not made the decision 
to take practical completion of that hospital, we would not now be in a position to be able to open it. That is the 
truth, and I would like in this house to congratulate in particular the Minister for Health and the Treasurer for their 
advocacy of taking practical completion of that hospital. Had we not done that, the hospital would not be opening 
and we would have no idea when it would open, because we would not have been able to get in there and resolve 
the issues. 

I note there were alternative views on what should have occurred. I note that on 10 August last year the Leader of 
the Opposition was reported on ABC online news as saying, and I quote — 

But Liberal leader Mike Nahan said the Government should not have taken control of the hospital when 
it did. 

“I think they acted in a very impetuous manner,” he said. 

The member for Nedlands moved a motion in this house last year that stated, in part — 

That this house expresses its deep concern at the premature acceptance of practical completion of the 
Perth Children’s Hospital by the McGowan government … 

There is the opposition, over there, saying, “Correct; we were right.” I mean, what planet are they on? We would 
not be opening the hospital—do you understand that? The issues involved would not have been resolved, so by 
taking control of the hospital we were able to do the following things: we were able to get the Chief Health Officer 
into the hospital to find out what went wrong; we were able to identify the source of the lead in the water as the 
dezincification of the brass fittings; we were able to replace the thermostatic mixing valves; and then we were able 
to undertake all the testing, which found that the water is now okay—all things that could not have occurred had 
John Holland retained control of that site. That is a fact. Members opposite can sit there denying reality, but the 
reality is that, but for our actions—and, one might say, pretty strong and courageous actions—we would not be in 
that hospital and we would not have the time frame for opening it in May and June of this year. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: A hypothetical, he says. You sat there for two years. We have had parliamentary reports 
saying how useless you were—signed off by the member for Bateman. You sat there for two years, scratching 
your head. We read it, member for Bateman. We read what you had to say. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please. I want to hear the answer. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: You are very good at undermining — 
Mr D.C. Nalder: You’re misleading Parliament. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: You are very good at undermining leaders of the Liberal Party, on two occasions that we 
know of now. 
Can I, at this time, congratulate the Minister for Health, the Treasurer, the Chief Health Officer, the director general 
of the Department of Health and the commissioning team at the hospital, who are doing a terrific job. I have been 
there a couple of times in recent days to drink the water and to inspect the works. The Minister for Health and I are 
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looking pretty good, are we not? We drank the water, and look at us—we are fighting fit! We are fighting fit 
because we got in there and took action to resolve the issues that the opposition could not. 
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